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Sports Tourism in the U.S.
$98B economic impact

635K full-time / part-time jobs



Sports Tourism in Escambia 
County, 2021:

24,804 hotel rooms
$25 million economic impact

33,065 visitors



Youth Sports in the U.S.
$19B industry
60 million kids



6,800 Participants
*excludes Roger Scott & Osceola



Pickleball is the fastest-growing 
sport in the country

4.8 million players
200% increase since 2017





The Concept



Project Pickle Concept

Modular-court indoor sports facility

Day use, membership, and tournament play

Activate and integrate the Port into downtown

Expand recreational and tourism offerings 



Warehouse 4 Sports
Modular-court indoor sports facility

Day use, membership, and tournament play

Activate and integrate the Port into downtown

Expand recreational and tourism offerings 



Conceptual Site Plan



Phase 1

Phase 2



Phase 3

Phase 4



Main Arena



All the Sports

5 courts 
for Basketball, Futsal, or 

Tennis

11 courts 
for Volleyball or 

Pickleball

plus 12 outdoor multi-use courts



Exhibition Hall



Proposal Impact
● UWF Haas Center (years 1-6): 

○ $28 million economic impact 

○ $253,000 local taxes generated 

● Internal estimates:

○ $1.8 million in annual tourism impact 

○ 200+ construction jobs, 15-20 PT/FT jobs



Proposal Overview
● Minimum $2M private investment, nominal lease 

payments in initial years.

● Revenue sharing for parking & ticket sales 

● Property taxes on building & improvements

● Improvements & facility convey back to Port at 
end of lease.




