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Urban Forest Strike Team
• Respond – Individual tree assessments to support a 

community’s application for FEMA debris management and 
hazard mitigation. 

• Objective – Retain as much viable, low risk tree canopy as 
possible following a natural disaster. 
• Prioritize tree work, Lower communities recover cost, and positively 

impact residual tree canopy.

• FEMA 325 guidelines

• American National Standards Institute (ANSI) A300 Part 9 Tree 
Risk Standard 

• International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) BMP for Tree Risk 
Assessment



Mitigation 
Options



Inspected Areas



Data & Value Lost

• National Avg. of property value increase provided 
by parks with trees within a ½ mile radius is 15% 
of the properties value. 

• ~206 trees were removed from parks within the 
City of Pensacola.

• Using GIS we determined that ~23,500 are within 
a ½ mile radius of City parks.

• An estimated average number of trees lost in 
each park would be ~10%.

• Average home price in July 2020 $240,000.
Math
• 15% X $240,000 x 10% = $3,600 loss in value per 

home. 
• $3,600 x 23,500 = $84,600,000 total home value 

lost x 0.79% (property tax) = $668,340 loss in tax 
revenue. 



Going Forward

• Working with Consultant to conduct site assessments and 
Reforestation Plan. 

• Working to plant in five parks this season. 

• With the intent to plant in the rest of the parks next season (Nov 
2021 to Mar 2022).



Questions? 


