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Sec. 12-6-4. Landscape and tree protection plan. 

A landscape and tree protection plan shall be required as a condition of obtaining 
any building permit or site work permit for multi-family residential, commercial and 
industrial development as specified in section 12-6-3. The plan shall be submitted to the 
inspection services department and reviewed by the city's designated arborist. A fee 
shall be charged for services rendered in the review of the required plan (see chapter 7-
10 of this Code).  

No building permit or site work permit shall be issued until a landscape and tree 
protection plan has been submitted and approved. Clearing and grubbing is only 
permitted after a site has received development plan approval and appropriate permits 
have been issued. The city's designated arborist may authorize minimal clearing to 
facilitate surveying and similar site preparation work prior to the issuance of permits. No 
certificate of occupancy shall be issued until the city's designated arborist has 
determined after final inspection that required site improvements have been installed 
according to the approved landscape and tree protection plan. In lieu of the immediate 
installation of the landscaping material and trees, the city may require a performance 
bond or other security in an amount equal to the cost of the required improvements in 
lieu of withholding a certificate of occupancy, and may further require that improvements 
be satisfactorily installed within a specified length of time.  

(1) Contents of landscape and tree protection plan. The landscape and tree 
protection plan shall be drawn to scale by a landscape architect, architect or 
civil engineer licensed by the State of Florida, and shall include the following 
information unless alternative procedures are approved per section 12-6-8 or 
12-6-9:  

a. Location, size and species of all trees and shrubs to be planted.  

b. Location of proposed structures, driveways, parking areas, required 
perimeter and interior landscaped areas, and other improvements to be 
constructed or installed.  

c. Location of irrigation system to be provided. All planted areas shall have 
an underground irrigation system designed to provide one hundred-
percent coverage.  

d. Landscape and tree protection techniques proposed to prevent damage to 
vegetation, during construction and after construction has been 
completed.  

e. Location of all protected trees noting species and DBH.  

f. Identification of protected trees to be preserved, protected trees to be 
removed, including dead trees, and trees to be replanted on site.  

g. Proposed grade changes which might adversely affect or endanger 
protected trees with specifications on how to maintain trees.  
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h. Certification that the landscape architect, architect or civil engineer 
submitting the landscape and tree protection plan has read and is familiar 
with chapter 12-6 of the Code of the City of Pensacola, Florida, pertaining 
to tree and landscape regulation.  

(2) Installation period. All landscape materials and trees depicted on the approved 
landscape plan shall be installed prior to the issuance of the certificate of 
occupancy.  

(3) Quality. All plant materials used shall conform to the standards for Florida No. 
1 or better as given in "Grades and Standards for Nursery Plants", current 
edition, State of Florida, Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, 
Division of Plant Industry, Tallahassee, Florida, a copy of which shall be 
maintained for public inspection in the department of leisure services.  

(4) Notice. If removal is sought for one or more heritage trees or for more than ten 
protected trees (including heritage trees sought to be removed) and/or if 
removal of more than 50 of existing protected trees is sought within any 
property in any zoning district identified in section 12-6-2, a sign shall be 
posted no further back than four feet from the property line nearest each 
respective roadway adjacent to the property. One sign shall be posted for 
every 100 feet of roadway frontage. Each sign shall contain two horizontal lines 
of legible and easily discernible type. The top line shall state: "Tree Removal 
Permit Applied For." The bottom line shall state: "For Further Information 
Contact the City of Pensacola at 311" (or other number as designated by the 
Mayor). The top line shall be in legible type no smaller than six inches in 
height. The bottom line shall be in legible type no smaller than three inches in 
height. There shall be a margin of at least three inches between all lettering 
and the edge of the sign. Prior to the final approval of any landscape or tree 
protection plan where a protected species and/or heritage tree removal is 
requested and prior to the requisite building, site work, or tree removal permit 
is being issued, the requisite signs shall be posted by the applicant at their 
expense, and shall remain continuously posted for two weeks. The city's 
designated arborist will notify the councilperson representing the district in 
which the permit has been requested upon receipt of the request.  

Exception: This provision does not include any tree located on a currently 
occupied, residential property so long as the city's designated arborist has 
determined the tree meets the qualifications as a diseased or weakened tree 
as specified in section 12-6-6(2)b.5., or, in the alternative, documentation of 
danger to person or property has been submitted to the city's designated 
arborist in advance of removal. For purposes of this provision, "documentation" 
means a completed two-page Tree Risk Assessment Form, which should be 
completed according to the standards found within Best Management 
Practices: Tree Risk Assessment, Second Edition, by E. Thomas Smiley, 
Nelda Matheny, and Sharon Lilly, and distributed by the International Society of 
Arboriculture Society; further, consistent with ISA standards and tree risk 
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assessment, a tree or tree part is a "danger" when two conditions exist: 1) the 
failure of the tree part or of the tree is imminent or impact is likely, and 2) the 
consequences of that failure are high or extreme.  

(Code 1986, § 12-6-4; Ord. No. 31-09, § 1, 9-10-2009; Ord. No. 04-21, § 3, 2-25-2021) 

 


