
           PROPOSED  

                 ORDINANCE NO. _     _       

 

                     ORDINANCE NO. _______       

 

                        AN ORDINANCE 

                      TO BE ENTITLED:  

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 12-14-1 DEFINITIONS OF 

THE CODE OF THE CITY OF PENSACOLA, FLORIDA; PROVIDING 

FOR SEVERABILITY; REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

WHEREAS, a proper public hearing was held on February 

9, 2017 concerning the following proposed amendment to the Land 

Development Code; and 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF PENSACOLA, FLORIDA: 

 

SECTION 1.  Chapter 12-14-1 of the Code of the City of 

Pensacola, Florida, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

Sec. 12-14-1. – Definitions  

As used in this title and unless the context clearly 

indicates otherwise:  

Abandonment means to cease or discontinue a use or activity 

without intent to resume, but excluding temporary or short-term 

interruptions to a use or activity during periods of remodeling, 

maintaining, or otherwise improving or rearranging a facility, 

or during normal periods of vacation or seasonal closure.  

Abut means having property or district lines in common.  

Access management means a method whereby non-residential 

property owners limit the number of driveways or connections 

from individual parcels of property to the major thoroughfare.  

Accessory residential unit means an accessory structure built 

or a portion of a single-family dwelling unit which is converted 

into a separate housing unit subject to regulations in section 

12-2-52 and which may be rented.  

Accessory office unit means an accessory structure built or a 

portion of a single-family dwelling unit which is converted into 

a separate office unit subject to regulations in section 12-2-51 

and which may be rented.  



Accessory use means a use or structure which:  

(a) Is clearly incidental to, customarily found in 

association with, and serves a principal use;  

(b) Is subordinate in purpose, area, or extent to the 

principal use served; and 

(c) Is located on the same lot as the principal use or on 

an adjoining lot in the same ownership as that of the 

principal use.  

Addition (to an existing building) means any walled and 

roofed expansion to the perimeter of a building in which the 

addition is connected by a common load-bearing wall other than a 

fire wall. Any walled and roofed addition which is connected by 

a fire wall or is separated by independent perimeter load-

bearing walls is new construction.  

Adjacent means any property that is immediately adjacent to, 

touching, or separated from such common border by the width of a 

right-of-way, alley, or easement.  

Adult entertainment establishment means an adult motion 

picture theater, a leisure spa establishment, an adult 

bookstore, or an adult dancing establishment.  

Airport means Pensacola Regional Airport.  

Airspace height means the height limits in all zones set 

forth in chapter 12-11, which shall be measured as mean sea 

level elevation (ASML), unless otherwise specified.  

Alleys are roadways which afford only a secondary means of 

access to abutting property and not intended for general traffic 

circulation.  

Alteration means any change or rearrangement in the 

supporting members of an existing building, such as bearing 

walls, columns, beams, girders or interior partitions, as well 

as any change in doors or windows, or any enlargement to or 

diminution of a building or structure, whether horizontally or 

vertically.  

Amusement machine complex means a group of three (3) or more 

amusement games or other amusement machines, in the same place, 

location or premises.  

Anchoring system means an approved system of straps, cables, 

turnbuckles, chains, ties or other approved materials used to 

secure a manufactured home.  

Animal clinic, veterinary clinic means an establishment where 

small animals are admitted for examination and treatment by one 



or more persons practicing veterinary medicine. Animals may be 

boarded or lodged overnight provided such activity is totally 

confined within the building. No outside pens or runs shall be 

allowed. See: Kennel.  

NOTE: Small animals shall be deemed to be ordinary household 

pets excluding horses, monkeys, or other such animals not 

readily housed or cared for entirely within the confines of a 

residence.  

Antenna means any exterior transmitting or receiving device 

mounted on a tower, building or structure and used in 

communications that radiate or capture electromagnetic waves, 

digital signals, analog signals, radio frequencies (excluding 

radar signals), wireless telecommunications signals or other 

communication signals.  

Antenna array means one (1) or more personal wireless 

antennas used by a single service provider and designed and 

installed at the same site in such a way as to operate as a 

unit.  

Antenna support structure means a guyed or lattice-work tower 

that is designed and constructed for the sole purpose of 

supporting one (1) or more personal wireless antennas.  

Apartment house. See: Dwelling, multiple.  

Automobile repair. See: Garage, mechanical.  

Appeal means a request for a review of the building 

official's interpretation of any provision of this title or a 

request for a variance.  

Bar means a structure or part of a structure in which the 

principal business is the sale or dispensing of alcoholic 

beverages for consumption on the premises. This term includes 

lounges, taverns, pubs, bottle clubs, etc.  

Bed and breakfast facility means an accessory use in which no 

more than four (4) rooms or lodging units and breakfast service 

only is provided to guest clients, for lengths of stay ranging 

from one night to seasonal, by the owner of the principal 

structure living on-site.  

Block means a parcel of land entirely surrounded by public 

streets, watercourse, railway, right-of-way, parks, etc., or a 

combination thereof.  

Boardinghouse, lodging house means a dwelling other than an 

apartment, commercial hotel or motel where, for compensation and 

by prearrangement for definitive periods, lodging, or lodging 

and meals are provided for five (5) or more persons; and which 



is subject to licensing by the Division of Hotels and 

Restaurants of the Florida Department of Business Regulations as 

a rooming or boarding house.  

Boats and boat trailers means a vessel or craft for use on 

the water which is customarily mounted upon a highway vehicle 

designed to be hauled by an automobile vehicle.  

Boat sales and service shop means an establishment primarily 

engaged in the sale or repair of boats, marine engines, marine 

equipment, and any similar services.  

Buffer yard means a ten-foot strip of yard along the property 

line(s) used to visibly separate incompatible land uses and/or 

zoning districts as regulated through provisions established in 

section 12-2-32.  

Buildable area means area inside building setback lines.  

Building means any structure built for support, shelter, or 

enclosure for any occupancy or storage.  

Building coverage means the area of a site covered by all 

principal and accessory buildings.  

Building height means the vertical distance of a building 

measured from the average elevation of the finished grade lowest 

habitable floor elevation to the highest point of the roof, 

except in a special flood hazard area where the height of a 

building is measured from an elevation established three (3) 

feet above the required base flood elevation.  For all 

residential zoning districts as defined in this section and the 

Residential/neighborhood commercial land use district (R-NC), 

the building height means the vertical distance of a building 

measured from the average elevation of the finished grade to the 

highest point of the roof, except in a special flood hazard area 

where the height of a building is measured from an elevation 

established three (3) feet above the required base flood 

elevation.   

 

SECTION 2.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in 

conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such 

conflict.   

 

SECTION 3.  This ordinance shall become effective on the 

fifth business day after adoption, unless otherwise provided 

pursuant to Section 4.03(d) of the City Charter of the City of 

Pensacola. 

 

               

                       Passed: ________________________ 



 

 

              Approved: ______________________ 

     President of City Council      

Attest: 

 

__________________________ 

City Clerk 

 


