
           PROPOSED  

                 ORDINANCE NO. _     _       

 

                     ORDINANCE NO. _______       

 

                        AN ORDINANCE 

                      TO BE ENTITLED:  

 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING SECTION 12-2-22 OF THE CODE OF 

THE CITY OF PENSACOLA, FLORIDA; ELIMINATING THE 

GOVERNMENTAL CENTER DISTRICT; PROVIDING FOR 

SEVERABILITY; REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE. 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF PENSACOLA, FLORIDA: 

 

SECTION 1.  Chapter 12-2-22 of the Code of the City of 

Pensacola, Florida, is hereby amended as follows: 

 

Sec. 12-2-22. - Governmental center district. 

 

(A) Purpose of district. The purpose for the establishment of this district is to provide the 

redevelopment of a centralized area for government related land use; and 

to encourage a coordinated architectural character within the district.  

(B) Procedure for review of plans.  

(1) Submission of plans. Every application for a building permit to erect, construct, 

renovate and/or alter an exterior of a building, or sign, located or to be located in the 

district shall be accompanied by plans for the proposed work. As used herein, "plans" 

shall mean drawings or sketches with sufficient detail to show, as far as they relate to 

exterior appearance, the architectural design of the building or sign, (both before and 

after the proposed work is done in the cases of altering, renovating, demolishing or razing 

a building or structure) including proposed materials, textures and colors, and the plat 

plan or site layout, including all site improvements or features such as walls, fences, 

walks, terraces, plantings, accessory buildings, paved areas, signs, lights, awnings, 

canopies, screening and other appurtenances. Such plans shall be promptly forwarded by 

the building official to the architectural review board. The building official or his 

designee shall serve as secretary to the board.  

(2) Review and approval by the architectural review board. All such plans shall be 

subject to review and approval by the architectural review board as established in section 

12-13-3 and in accordance with the provisions of section 12-2-10(A)(4)(a) through (c), 

applicable to the historic zoning districts. The board shall adopt written rules and 

procedures for abbreviated review for paint colors, minor repairs, emergency repairs and 

minor deviations in projects already approved by the board. This process may authorize 



the board to designate one of its members to undertake such abbreviated review without 

the necessity for review by the entire board, provided, however such abbreviated review 

process shall require review by the director of the downtown improvement board and the 

staff of the Historic Pensacola Preservation Board. If agreement cannot be reached as it 

pertains to an abbreviated review by the board designee, director of the downtown 

improvement board, Historic Pensacola Preservation Board staff and secretary to the 

architectural review board then the matter will be referred to the full board for a decision.  

(3) Notification and building permit. Upon receiving the order of the board, the board's 

secretary shall thereupon notify the applicant of the board's decision. If the board 

approves the plans, and if all other requirements of the city have been met, the building 

official shall issue a permit for the proposed building or sign. If the board disapproves the 

plans, the building official shall not issue such permit. In a case where the board 

disapproves the plans, the secretary of the board shall furnish the applicant with a copy of 

the board's written order, and may at the discretion of the board include recommendations 

for changes necessary to be made before the board will reconsider the plans.  

(4) Failure to review plans. If no action upon plans submitted to the board has been taken 

at the expiration of thirty-one (31) days from the date of submission of the application for 

a building permit and required plans to the board, such plans shall be deemed to have 

been approved, and if all other requirements of the city have been met, the building 

official shall issue a permit for the proposed building or sign.  

(C) Decisions. Every decision of the board, in their review of plans for building or signs located 

or to be located in the district, shall be in the form of a written order stating the finding of the 

board, its decision and the reasons therefor. The board may at its discretion make 

recommendations for changes necessary to be made before the plans will be reconsidered. If 

recommendations for changes are made by the board, they may be general in scope and 

compliance with them shall only qualify the plans for reconsideration by the board but 

compliance with recommendations shall not bind or stop the board from disapproving the plans 

under reconsideration.  

(a) Proposed plans shall be approved unless the board finds that the proposed erection, 

construction, renovation and/or alteration is not compatible with the built environment of 

the governmental center district.  

(b) The board shall not consider interior design or plan. The board shall not exercise any 

control over land use, such as is governed by the city's zoning ordinance, Chapters 12-2 

and 12-3 hereof, or over construction, such as is governed by the city's building codes.  

(c) Plans for proposed new or altered signs shall be approved unless the board finds that 

the sign is inconsistent with the theme and character of the district, or that such sign does 

not comply with the requirements of the code or with any of the following provisions:  

1. The board may adopt and promulgate rules and regulations controlling the 

number and size of signs, their heights and materials, relating such rules to the 



number of square feet served, frontage, and type of business. Such rules and 

regulations shall be subject to review and approval by the city council.  

2. Within the governmental center district, roof signs, flashing and/or rotating 

signs, and signs protruding into or overhanging the public right-of-way are hereby 

prohibited except as set forth herein.  

3. Signs existing prior to February 22, 1979, may remain until the business for 

which the sign was erected ceases to do business at that location or until the 

property on which such sign is located is acquired for a public purpose, which 

ever shall first occur.  

4. On application to the approval of the board, rules relating to the number and 

size of signs may be waived for grand openings, special sales, going-out-of-

business sales, and similar occasions when consistent with the city code.  

(D) Disqualification of member from voting. Any member of the board who shall be employed to 

design or construct a building or who shall have any proprietary tenancy or personal interest in 

such building requiring approval of plans by the board shall be disqualified from voting thereon.  

(E) Boundaries of the district. The boundaries of the governmental center district shall be as 

outlined on Map 12-2.2.  

(Ord. No. 45-96, § 5, 9-12-96)  
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SECTION 2.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in 

conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such 

conflict.   

 

SECTION 3.  This ordinance shall become effective on the 

fifth business day after adoption, unless otherwise provided 

pursuant to Section 4.03(d) of the City Charter of the City of 

Pensacola. 

 

               

                       Passed: ________________________ 

 

 

              Approved: ______________________ 

     President of City Council      

Attest: 

 

__________________________ 

City Clerk 

 


