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Murderous ants may be in your midst

Southern Perspective
Lrass

Giast

This won't be a festive column de-
spite the srazon Tusualy 1 to foster
joy and gundwill with my words right
about naw and the <ubject nfants which
line their nests with the heails of their
eneaiivs 15 exactly the oppusite of that
haliday spirit Sure. T couldve saved it
untilatter the new year, but it's flling my
brain spuce right now, so here it goes

To set the stage. Formicu arehibold: is
a species ot ant which resides in upper
Florida, Grorglaand Alabama Its natq
ralenvmy s the tap jas ant, that being
its comr.an name. F.archboldi doesi't
seem to have a commen nare, 50 we're
stuck with that one until snrcone of the
scientific sort decides to give it one. The
“archboldi™ part comes from the fact
that researchers at the ArcEhold Biolog
ieal Station inMighlands County in Flor
ida originally described the specics

Scientists have known about the dis
membered trap juw body partsinFoarch
holdi nests for years, but ey wondered
if the neets originally belnanged to trap
jaw ants since body parts of naturally
deceased ants hving around colonies is
common This theory just got nixed

The orher possibiliny was [
archboldi ants are prey speciulists, but
those are rather rare in the tnsect world
Ants especially are considered generad
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Asmar

Continued from Page 1€

which is centered in the paradise called
Pensacols Beach

A Jachsonville native, Asmar is mar-
ried to her college sweetheant Joel, a
Pensacola vative. They met while they
were students at Florida State Univer-
sity and have been together since she
was 17 Upon groduation, she inteined at
Baptist Hospital. swhere <he was stbse-
quentiy bired permanenty ard made
Pensucola her new hame

Asmar went on to carn her
deptee at the University al Wi
da

Mari and Joel have twin 9-year -olds
who attend Pensacola Beach Elemen
tary Schoot. She has worked at the Lew-
is Bear Co fur 23 years. where she
serves as human resources director

Asmia has invested time in numer-
ous arca charities including the Karly
Learning Coalition, Hig Brothers Rig Sis
ters. Catholic Charities and United Way
chairing two of those.

A self-described optimist and morn
ingperson. shekick-starts her overtlos -
ing days by watching the sun rise

“1love to nde my hike,” said Asmar,
who has trinthlons. tonmen and mara
thons under her belt. $o that's often
what she's doing as the sun breaches
the horizon W armeunce a new day. i
not on her bike, dayhreak tinds her run-
ning, swimming or attending  boot
camp.

“Llike gelhing up eany, getting outside
To exercise to get focus and get ahead of
the game. Tt gives me a mental edge so
I'm ready to tace anything else the day
might biing

"As a family we enjoy Uaveiing, ont-
doot activitios mostly on the waler, such
as fishing and snorkeling And biking!”
she added, noting that her children now
follow in het footsteps and have eom
pleted Kids' triathlons.

Just as het kids have adopted their
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ists when iteomestofond S thetwo
spectes of teap jasv ants inquestion kave
sprirg-loaded mandibles that can strike
about 40 times per second. They com-
mand insect pespect

Adrian Smith of the North Capolina
Museum of Natural Seiences and North
Carolini State University recently re-
Jeased results of his study on such, and
it snuashes that logic, He bas video of £
arckboldi ants immobilizing tap jaw
ants autside of the calany with shots of
formic acid spray and then dragging

mom’s active lifesty le, Astuar said 1M
FACT is a househeld name, so her
watlds ofton petge

"My kids poirt out [MPACT lagos all
around town. Secms like every field trip
they go on. we have provided o grant
First City Arte. MESS Hall, Roy Hsatt
Center, Pensacola Little Theatre, MAN-
NA, Rotary Playground at Maritime Park
~ you name it'”

Keeping a good thing going

IMPACT s accomplishment i a by
ing. breathing embodiment of Asmar's
delinition of contidence

‘Confidence to we s mosthy about
desive. 18 no” necessarily knowis
you're going to succeed or feeling
you have the right talent or tools. but
more ahout the drive to expericnce
something new, chaflenge mits, try to
achieve semething meaningful and just
1o take a chance.” said Asmar

That pieneering spoitis the hatlrark
of IMPACT 160

“We have the most passionate. intel
ligent and encrgetic women I've ever
been associated with I've met lile
long triends bazed on our commion in-
terest of working to improve the lives ot
others. 'm Jucky to follow in the foot
stepsoflegends like Debbie Ritchie and
Belle Bear. who founded our Impact
00

"My goal has beon to keep a good
thing going with minor enhancements
and tweaks as necessary, but primarily
to mutntain vur core values and ow nis-
sion. 1t's always our goal 1o grow mem
bership because that means we can give
back more to the eommunity.” satd As
mar

In fact, in mid-Octoher, IMPACT 100

wmbers awarded 11 grants of mot

than S100,000 fur nonprofit projects
throughoul Escaubia and Santa Rosg
counties.  Tatal impact this  year
SLIN3.000.

History at risk of fading away has
been preserved; medival clinies now
have needed Yife -saving equipment;in-
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thentinside to do the dinty work

The words “eollect” and “decorate
have been used in articles discussing
this phenomenon. 1 find this fascinat
ing, hecictse hoth words imply an ab
stract thought process and are usualiy
even associated with art. Do ants have
abstract thought processes? [ don't
know. but why else would this habit
hove evaly ed? May pe onee upon a time,
thoere was an actual bin‘ogncal icason fog
it, and now they still do it even though
it's unnecessury. Or maybe, just maybe,

ner o'y Kids are learning to play instr-
ments they wouldn't have had other
wise. at risk teens are teceiving job
training:  children have playgrounds
where there was only dirt. And the list
goes on and on with no end in sight of

A
Farmica
archboldi
ant,
which is
native 10
Florida, is
pictured
with the
remains
of trap
jaw ants,
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v simiply don't Tike the taste of trap
juw ant heads 1 would got it Hewds of
any kind aren’t on my to-eat st either,

Someone with more insedt experi
ence than me will eventually fieure it
nut. Until ther,, Il be eyeballing the ant
Bifls in my yard a little more closely. Il
be wondering, “What's pning on down
there?”

Then agaits maybe not Tnunot sure
want to know

Sauthenst gal Lindn Borry is n fros
{ance colummnist for the News Journal,

how the vlganization, and leaders fike
Asmar, will transform Northwest Floti-
da.

Allisim McCrory is a freelance wrifer
for the Nets Journal and Rullu magn-
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