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Commercial Fa~ade Improvement Program Application 

SECTION 1: APPLICANT/PROPERTY OWNER INFORMATION 

Name: &e.ov-A, \~ Blac'trnOn Title: &re,c,u._f,v-t O{ttvfnc 
Mailing V 

Address: 314 N i)e, Vi I !if-(""_$ ST P€1\SA.CO\o... 1 fL .3 '2.50 I 
Phonel: 8:s"o-4Z.LP-1'7.'2.~ Phone2: _· ___________ _ 

Email: Fax: 

SECTION 2: PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Address: YZ'O t-.) "C. \1 ST Parcel#: 
{>-11\~().c..o to..,;::-L. gzsD t -----------

"the property historical or culturally significant, as dermed in the program guidelines? ){Yes 0 No 
Uyes, attach the following documentation: 

o Proof of listing on the National Register of Historic Places and/or cultural signific.ance, as defined under Section B, Eligible 
Property, Commercial Fayade Improvement Program Guidelines, 

o Documentation of support from entities or organizations that do not have financial or personal. interest in the applicant or this program. 
This shall include four (4) or more letters of support. 

Are there any code violations or liens? 0 Yes }(No 

Is the property current on ad valorem taxes? )(Yes 0 No 

If the property contains code violations, liens, or is delinquent on ad valorem taxes please explain the 
circumstances below:---------------------------~----

Attach the following documentation: 

o Property Deed 
o Photograph of Existing Property Conditions (minimum one 4X6 per storefront) 

Is the property leased or tenant-occupied? 0 Yes Proceed to Section 3. ftNo Proceed to Section 4. 

SECTION 3: TENANT/LESSEE INFORMATION 
For multiple tenants/lessees, please attach documentation providing the information required within this section for each. 

Tenant/Lessee Name: 

No. of Years at Project Location: 

No. of Years Remaining on Lease: 
----------------------------------------

SECTION 4: BUSINESS INFORMATION 

If not applicable, write "NIA ". 

Name: t-\~ Wi+- \\"\Sh'tu.K \VIC-· 

Ver, 121718 

on behalf of the Mother Wit Institute, Inc.

000S009060210022



Type: 

Federal Tax ID #: 6q- ?:>IP5 13:r(p 
~--~~~~~~---------------------

Current# of Employees or FuiJ Time Equivalent (FTE): \ 
~-----------------------------------New Employment (FTE) Proj ected (If Applicable): 

Attacb the following documentation: -4~---------------------------------------

o Copy of Valid City of Pensacola Business License(s) 

SECTION 5: PROJECT SUMi\'IARY AND BUDGET 

Please provide a brief description of the proposed project. f..AO~ \tJ 1\- f1"6fDSl.S 

f$~{?~~t~~44 

Estimated Project Budget: r -'~'F-l~+g~fJt,L_f.-A-· ...!!:O,....D'---- - ---::------------------
Estimated Funding Request: ) ~ 1 Q D D Q • ()0 

How will the project be fmanced? I 

To the best of yout· knowledg~as a grant or Joan through the City of Pensacola and/or CRA ever been awarded 
for this property? D Yes JSl No 

If Yes, please describe. 

Attach the following documentation: 

o Concept PlaoiRenderings (If Available) 
o Three Cost Estimates (If Available) 

SECTION 6: CERTIFICATION 

The information on th is application is provided for the purpose of applying for assistance under the CRA Commercial Fac;:ade 
Improvement Program. This informat ion is accurate to the best of my knowledge. Applicants understand that personal , busi ness, and/or 
property information may be requested pursuant to this grant appl ication and I hereby give my consent to such information to be 
provided to the CRA. The CRA retains the sole decision as to whether this grant appl ication is approved, denied or modified. 
App licant(s) has/have read and accepts the terms outlined in the Program Guidel ines. 

{ x 1 , 

Qa~ Signature 

Name and Title (Print) 

Date Dare 

2 

-------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------

(Parking improvements not included in scope of work under the program due to cost
threshold.)

-------------------------    $35,724
-----------------------     $20,000 (Maximum Award)



August 28, 2019 

Victoria D’Angelo 
City of Pensacola 
222 W Main ST 
Pensacola, FL 32502 

Re: Ella Jordan Home CRA request 

Dear Victoria: 

Please accept this note on behalf of the UWF Historic Trust as notation of the Ella 
Jordan Home’s cultural significance to the city of Pensacola. 

The Ella Jordan Home is located in the Westside Garden District, a neighborhood that 
historically has been the cultural center of the African American community in 
Pensacola. Built in the 1890's, the Home served as a landmark for many of Pensacola's 
African American community organizers such as the City of Pensacola's Federation of 
Colored Women's Club (founded in 1929) and provided an important social and 
educational institution for the African American community during segregation. The 
home stood for almost eighty years before Hurricane Ivan swept over the Gulf Coast in 
2005 and destroyed it. Since then, the Mother Wit Institute has taken ownership of the 
property and is restoring it to its former glory, realizing its potential as a modern 
community center and museum to educate the residents of the Westside Garden 
District and beyond. 

We anticipate the outcomes of the Ella Jordan Home's revitalization to bolster the 
community's relationship with its history. Currently, the neighborhood is undergoing a 
sharp gentrification effort that may push out residents who have lived in the area for 
generations. For these people and others outside the neighborhood, the restoration of 
the Home represents a preservation of the historical nature of the area as a center for 
civic and community engagement for African Americans in the Pensacola area. As a 
museum, the Home will provide a window into the past as people learn more about the 
neighborhood's role as a center for African American culture in the area. It will be open 
as an education resource for several schools in the area, giving students a unique view 
on the oft-overlooked part of the city's history. Reconstruction efforts have been 
underway for years, with the final intention for the building to operate as a living 
museum and interactive community center that will tell the stories of Westside Garden 
District residents as well as the larger Pensacola African American community. After 
restoration, the Home will serve as a meeting hall, museum and event space. 



Over the past few years, substantial work has been done to the Ella Jordan Home to 
restore it to its previous state and to reinforce it for future use. Those repairs and 
improvements are: 

 New roof, soffit & facia

 New components for ‘hardening’ structure against windstorms

 New foundation support piers (repaired old and added additional for stronger support)

 New framing where needed inside for structural integrity

 New paint outside (with missing siding replaced by custom sourced wood lap boards)

 Repaired porch floorboards and railing

 New windows (upscaled to meet historic requirements)

 Repaired & replaced exterior doors (custom sourced for historic compliance)

 New sub-flooring inside

 New accessibility ramp

We still have a long way to go before the museum will be open for visitors, but we are 
confident, with the city of Pensacola’s assistance, that our children and grandchildren 
will have the opportunity to experience all of the wonderful and historical contributions 
the African American community and Ella Jordan herself have made to their city. 
With deepest gratitude, 

Sincerely, 

Ross Pristera 
Historic Preservationist 



The Ella Jordan House 

Mrs. Ella L. Jordan founded the City of Pensacola’s 

Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs, Inc. She 

was a devoted club worker, community leader, 

educator, political activist, and a dedicated woman 

who worked for the betterment of the Pensacola 

community. 

Mrs. Jordan dedicated her life to the Club’s works 

and community activities. Her home, originally 

built in the 1890’s, served as an important social and educational institution for the African-

American community for several years; it also served as the Federation’s Club Home. 

In addition to serving as a club house, the Ella Jordan 

Home was a hub for social and cultural gatherings, 

including significant assemblies. The Club and the Home 

provided a way for African-American women in 

segregated Pensacola to identify and meet the needs of 

their community. The Ella L. Jordan Home is historically 

significant because of the activities of the Pensacola 

Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs. 

The National Association of Colored Women’s Clubs, Inc., 

is the oldest African American women’s organization in America. The association was 

established in Washington D.C. in July, 1896. Hundreds of African American women’s clubs 

came together from across the U.S. with a main purpose to address some immediate and 

long-range issues that affected the African American communities. The City of Pensacola’s 

Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs, Inc., was founded in 1929 by Mrs. Ella Jordan. 



Now, closing in on its 125th birthday, this 

historical landmark is in need of restoration to 

continue the legacy and life-long commitment 

of Mrs. Ella Jordan, the Federation of Colored 

Women’s Clubs, and to give hope to a new 

generation. The Mother Wit Institute, Inc., 

whose many members benefited from the 

cultural and educational programs offered by 

the Federation, is asking the Pensacola community to help support the revitalization of this 

historical community building.  



UNIVERSITY of WEST FLORIDA 

HISTORIC TRUST 

IMPACT 100 Pensacola Bay Area 
Post Office Box 13304 
Pensacola, FL 32591-3304 

Dear Grants Committee, 

May 4, 2017 

The University of West Florida Historic Trust is very supportive of the Mother Wit 
institute's grant application for the repairs and renovation of the Ella Jordan House 
located at 423 N. "C" Street in Pensacola, Florida. 

The house was constructed sometime between 1880 and 1900 and has served as the 
home to the "Colored Women's Federation" since 1929. It is architecturally unique and 
it would be a loss to the entire area if the house is not saved. 

Restoration of this loca I landmark is very important to the region as it would serve as a 
focal point for the community to rally around the preservation of its diverse history and 
culture. This is a very worthwhile project that will be good for the region. 

Please accept this letter as my strong support for this project request . Thank you for 
your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Robert J. Overton, Jr 
Executive Director 

P.O. Box 12866, Pensacola, FL 32591 p 850 .595.5985/850.595.5989 uwf. edu/historictrust 



P.O. Box 12866, Pensacola, FL 32591  p 850.595.5985 f 850.595.5989 uwf.edu/historictrust 

June 23, 2016 

IMPACT 100 Pensacola Bay Area 
Post Office Box 13304 
Pensacola, FL 32591-3304 

Dear Grants Committee, 

The University of West Florida Historic Trust is very supportive of the Mother Wit 
institute’s grant application for the repairs and renovation of the Ella Jordan 
House located at 423 N. “C” Street in Pensacola, Florida. 

Originally serving as a community gathering space that served the surrounding 
neighborhood, this restoration will once again turn this building into a key 
community resource.   

The protection and preservation of cultural resources is what makes Pensacola 
special. This project is important to the neighborhood and larger community. This 
is a very worthwhile project that will be good for the region.  

Please accept this letter as my strong support for this project request. Thank you 
for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Ross Pristera 
Historic Preservationist 



2016-2017 
National Board of Trustees 

Donald E. Sheppard, Ph.D. 
Chairman 

Crystal A. deGregory, Ph.D. 
Founder, HBCUStory, Inc. 

Makola M. Abdullah, Ph.D. 
Prcsidelll, Virginia State University 

Anita L. Davis 
Leon County Commissioner (Ret.} 

Alesla K. Alexander, LCSW 
Founder. Project KARMA, Inc. 

Joseph A. Ward 
Author. Coach, Activist, Educator 

Joy P. Tiggs 
athenahealth 

Emily Rattlnl-Relth 
Tallahassee Community College 

Travarls McCurdy 
The Florida Se11ate 

Jameslo Brown 
Florida State University 

The National Association for the Preservation of African-American History & Culture, Inc. 
P.O. Box 66631 Tallahassee, FL 323141 (770) 376-04851 staff@blackpreservation.org 

www .blackpreservation.org 

June 17,2016 

Dear Ms. Blackmon, 

The National Association for the Preservation of African-American History & Culture, 
Inc. (NAPAAHC), a public charitable 501()(3) nonprofit organization, is interested in 
establishing a sustainable partnership with the Mother Wit Institute, Inc. and its Ella 
Jordan House in an effort to continue the ongoing need to preserve this landmark for 
future generations. 

The astounding accomplishments of the late Mrs. Jordan greatly influenced a 
generation. Her commitment to community service as founding President of the 
Pensacola Chapter of the Federation of Colored Women's Clubs served as an example 
for many young women who would go on to follow in her footsteps. Restoring the 
home that she shared with the entire community, so that it may function as a museum 
and once again, as a community meeting space, is an exceptionally worthy project. As 
such, the Jordan Museum will spur economic growth, attract tourists to Pensacola, and 
potentially create jobs in the not-for-profit museum sector. This endeavor is one that 
the NAP AAHC wholeheartedly supports, and is glad to stand by in support. 

This important piece of American history has stood the test of time, and due to your 
hard work and detennination, is well on its way to being lovingly transformed into a 
cultural facility. NAP AAHC is pleased to work with nonprofit organizations, local 
governments, as well as community groups throughout the United States, whom desire 
to preserve irreplaceable resources such as the Jordan Home. 

We seek to fonn an official alliance with the eventual Ella Jordan House Museum, as a 
means to continue to work in unison to advocate for the resources needed to operate 
this facility. With an abundance of perseverance, hard work, and organizing with 
fellow leaders, and charitable entities, I am confident that such an undertaking can be 
completed and maintained for many years to come. 

NAPAAHC stands ready to assist you in your endeavors. 

Thank you. 

~~ 
Delaitre Jordan Hollinger 
Executive Director/CEO 
National Association for the Preservation of African-American History & Culture, Inc. 



April 27, 2017 

Dear Grant Officials: 

The purpose of this letter is to support the grant application from the Ella Jordan 

“Mother Wit” House and Museum. The history of this landmark and what it has 

meant to the community through the years is very much deserving of support.  A 

dedicated team of volunteers has made tremendous progress in returning this 

structure to a useable and much needed gathering place and an educational and 

tourism entity. As an active member of the Florida African American Heritage 

Preservation Network (FAAHPN) we can attest to the dedicated volunteers and 

supporters in the community and their industrious and passionate efforts to make 

sure that this historic property will exist and serve for generations to come. 

Historically, this property was the anchor for the Black Community, providing 

cultural events and human services for many years. Very few of its kind still exist 

in Pensacola as facilities open to the public. The organization’s efforts to restore 

and preserve the structure for its historical value and quality of life benefits are 

commended. The requested funding will enable continued design and 

development of heritage education programs, arts and cultural experiences, 

provision of tours and enhancing visitation to the site. It also stands as a beacon 

of pride in the community.  

I applaud and fully support the work of the applicant and ask for your favorable 

support of their application. Thank you and if additional information is needed, 

please feel free to contact me at (850) 681-7881.  

Sincerely, 

Althemese Barnes, Founder and Executive Director 

FAAHPN 



350 West Cedar Street, Suite 300 
Pensacola, Florida 32502 

RE: Save the Ella Jordan Home Letter of Support 

To Whom it May Concern: 

It is with great pleasure that I continue my support and participation with Ms. Georgia Blackmon in 
the Save the Ella Jordan Home campaign in 2016. Being part of Ms. Blackmon’s efforts to Save the 
Ella Jordan Home provides an opportunity for me to give back to a worthwhile cause as well as to 
the Pensacola community that I love. This year my continued support includes being part of the Ella 
Jordan Home committee leadership team, leading grant writing activities associated with the 
campaign, communicating with any county / city officials as needed, and maintaining the Ella Jordan 
Home website and Facebook pages.  

Joining this project team and being a collective member with the women who experienced the 
house has placed me living experiences of the research my UWF students have done over the 
years. If my work schedule allowed I would devote 100% of my time to save this home. It is that 
important to the women, the Pensacola community and to me. The house will provide this same 
experience to anyone in the community and create a sense of place for an important history soon to 
be lost with time if not captured. With so many of the historical places demolished or re-purposed, I 
believe preserving this place will go a long way in preserving an important part of history in 
Pensacola. 

My goal with Ms. Blackmon is to lead efforts to preserve the Ella Jordan Home as a landmark of 
Pensacola’s history and as a showcase of middle class black America in the decades surrounding 
the 1950s; restored, the Home will become the “go to” place for chronicling the lives and influence 
of black women in Pensacola and the nation to shape our world today.  

Cordially, 

Dr. Janet K. Pilcher, Executive Leader 
Studer Education 



G~OMEGA GOLDEN RULE FOUNDATION INC. 

Gf> IDl 'C~~\ 
P.O BOX 9433 

PENSACOLA, FL. 32513 
Board of Directors: Lynn B. Cade, President Dr. Marion Williams - Secretary, 

Wallace Haywood, Treasurer 

June 1, 2016 

To Whom It may Concern 

I am writing to share our support for the Mother Wit Institute, Inc. (501.C.3) Organization 
efforts to save, preserve and restore the Ella Jordan Federated Home at 423 N. "C" 
Street, Pensacola, Fl 32501, The Home is a local historic landmark in the African 
American community which was constructed in 1890. 

It was a definite asset to the African American community and it should be restored. I 
would appreciate your consideration of the efforts to restore this community icon. 
Please contact me at (850)434 -5906. 

Sincerely, 

Bro. Marion Williams, Ph.D., ret- Secretary/Asst. Treasurer/ 
Past President OGRF 

cc: Board Members: Lynn B. Cade 
Wallace Haywood 

' , 



� Pensacola 

�Habitat 
,, I I for Humanity"

Board of Directors 

Larry "Skip" Vogelsang 

Chairman 

Al Coby 

Vice Chairman 

Or. Gary Cumberland 

Secretary 

Ron Tuttle 

Treasurer 

Donna Adams 

Gerald Adcox 

Michael Adkins 

Mei Davis 

Jennifer Fleming 

Julie Griffin 

Shirley Henderson 

Sandra Hodges 

Pat Hubbard 

Al Jackson, Jr. 

T.J. Jenkins 

Dr. Dione King 

Larry Northup 

Tina Pace 

Chuck Reese 

John Reble 

Betty Salter 

Josh Womack 

Karen Wright 

Executive Director 

Timothy H Evans 
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April 26, 2017 

Robert F. Bendus, Director 

Division of Historical Resources 

Bureau of Historical Preservation 

500 S. Bronough Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0250 

Dear Director Bendus, 

Pensacola Habitat for Humanity enthusiastically supports Mother Wit lnstitute's historic 
preservation grant application for the repairs and renovations of the Ella L. Jordan house, 
located at 423 North uC' Street Pensacola. 

Since 1981 Pensacola Habitat for Humanity has worked to provide decent, affordable homes to 

families in our community through new home construction and rehabbed properties. Recently, 
Pensacola Habitat for Humanity expanded its scope of work to include neighborhood 
revitalization. Pensacola, Florida's Westside Garden District - which includes the Ella L. Jordan 
home - is an important part of our neighborhood revitalization efforts. Renovation and 
restoration of the Jordan home would not only significantly uplift the properties in the area, 
but could also serve as a catalyst for change for many in the community. With the Jordan 
home renovation in the forefront, other work Pensacola Habitat is currently doing and plans to 
do in the future, will support and further this community-led revitalization. 

Please accept this letter as evidence of this organization's strong support for this project 

request. Thank you for your consideration. 

Executive Director 

Please remember us in your will and trusts. 
JOO West Leonard Street• Pensacola, FL 32501 • 850.434.5456 

info@pensacolahabitat.org • www.pensacolahabitat.org 
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Project: 423 N C St / Historic Ella Jordan Home Restoration 

Target Area: Westside CRA – Historical and Culturally Significant Only 



8/8/2019 ESCPA - 423 N C ST 32501

https://www.escpa.org/CAMA/Detail_a.aspx?s=000S009060210022 1/2

General Information
Reference: 000S009060210022
Account: 150278000
Owners: MOTHER WIT INSTITUTE INC
Mail: 314 N DE VILLIERS ST

PENSACOLA, FL 32501
Situs: 423 N C ST 32501

Use Code: CLUB, LODGE, HALL 
Taxing
Authority: PENSACOLA CITY LIMITS

Tax Inquiry: Open Tax Inquiry Window
Tax Inquiry link courtesy of Scott Lunsford
Escambia County Tax Collector

Assessments
Year Land Imprv Total Cap Val
2018 $19,350 $0 $19,350 $19,350
2017 $19,350 $0 $19,350 $19,350
2016 $19,350 $0 $19,350 $19,350

Disclaimer

Tax Estimator

File for New Homestead Exemption
Online

Sales
Data

Sale Date Book Page Value Type

Official
Records

(New
Window)

11/04/2012 6930 714 $100 QC View Instr
Official Records Inquiry courtesy of Pam Childers
Escambia County Clerk of the Circuit Court and
Comptroller

2018 Certified Roll Exemptions
None

Legal Description
LTS 21 TO 23 DB 155 P 279 PEBLEYS S/D BLK 22 WEST KING
TRACT OR 6930 P 714 CA105

Extra Features
None

Source: Escambia County Property Appraiser  
Restore Full Version

Parcel
Information Launch Interactive Map

Section Map
Id:
CA105

Approx.
Acreage:
0.2221

Zoned: 
R-1A

Evacuation
& Flood
Information
Open Report

 View Florida Department of Environmental Protection(DEP) Data

+
–

https://www.escpa.org/CAMA/GenericGrid.aspx?m=dorcd&v=
https://escambia.county-taxes.com/public/real_estate/parcels/150278000
https://www.escpa.org/files/Misc/faqs10cap.pdf
https://www.escpa.org/CAMA/genericform.aspx?m=Disclaimer
https://www.escpa.org/CAMA/hscalcdefault.aspx?ref=000S009060210022
https://exol.escpa.org/welcome.aspx
http://dory.escambiaclerk.com/LandmarkWeb1.4.6.134/Search/DocumentAndInfoByBookPage?Key=Assessor&booktype=OR&booknumber=6930&pagenumber=714
https://www.escpa.org/ecpamap?s=000S009060210022
https://www.escpa.org/snapshots/sectionmap/CA105.pdf
https://www.escpa.org/CAMA/GenericGrid.aspx?m=cnz&v=
http://maps2.roktech.net/Escambia_SearchBar/propertyappraiser.html?reference=000S009060210022
https://ca.dep.state.fl.us/mapdirect/?focus=propertyappraiser&zoom=latlon&latDD=30.416899725269413&lonDD=-87.22825958143507&scale=5000&view=escambia


8/8/2019 ESCPA - 423 N C ST 32501

https://www.escpa.org/CAMA/Detail_a.aspx?s=000S009060210022 2/2

Buildings

Address:423 N C ST, Year Built: 1940, Effective Year: 1970
Structural Elements
DECOR/MILLWORK-BELOW AVERAGE
DWELLING UNITS-1
EXTERIOR WALL-SIDING-BLW.AVG.
FLOOR COVER-PINE/SOFTWOOD
FOUNDATION-WOOD/NO SUB FLR
HEAT/AIR-UNIT HEATERS
INTERIOR WALL-DRYWALL-PLASTER
NO. PLUMBING FIXTURES-6
NO. STORIES-1
ROOF COVER-COMPOSITION SHG
ROOF FRAMING-HIP
STORY HEIGHT-0
STRUCTURAL FRAME-WOOD FRAME

  Areas - 2314 Total SF
BASE AREA - 1966
OPEN PORCH FIN - 348

Images

1/10/19

The primary use of the assessment data is for the preparation of the current year tax roll. No responsibility or liability
is assumed for inaccuracies or errors.

https://www.escpa.org/CAMA/GenericGrid.aspx?m=sar&v=


8/8/2019 Landmark Web Official Records Search
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8/8/2019 Landmark Web Official Records Search
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8/8/2019 Landmark Web Official Records Search

dory.escambiaclerk.com/LandmarkWeb1.4.6.134/Search/DocumentAndInfoByBookPage?Key=Assessor&booktype=OR&booknumber=6930&pagenu… 3/4



8/8/2019 Landmark Web Official Records Search
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