
From: Don Kraher
To: Jewel Cannada-Wynn; Jared Moore; P.C. Wu; Sherri Myers; Andy Terhaar; Ann Hill; John Jerralds
Cc: Elaine Mager; Sonja Gaines; Ericka Burnett; Robyn Tice
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Alice S Williams
Date: Wednesday, August 12, 2020 2:06:52 PM
Attachments: Untitled 1.docMrs. A. S. WIlliams.doc
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Council President and Members of City Council
 
Please see the information attached regarding a History of Alice S. Williams.
 
Respectfully,
 
Don Kraher
Council Executive
Office of City Council
City of Pensacola
222 West Main St.
Pensacola, FL 32502
850-435-1686 / Cell:  850-384-6363
dkraher@cityofpensacola.com
 
From: Keith Wilkins 
Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2020 1:39 PM
To: Don Kraher <DKraher@cityofpensacola.com>
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Alice S Williams
 
 

Keith Wilkins
City Administrator
Visit us at http://cityofpensacola.com
222 W Main St.
Pensacola, FL 32502
Office: 850.436.5627
Cell:  850.554.3069
kwilkins@cityofpensacola.com

 
 
Florida has a very broad public records law. As a result, any written communication created or received by City of
Pensacola officials and employees will be made available to the public and media, upon request, unless otherwise
exempt. Under Florida law, email addresses are public records. If you do not want your email address released in
response to a public records request, do not send electronic mail to this office. Instead, contact our office by phone
or in writing.
 

From: mrnwil@cox.net <mrnwil@cox.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2020 1:21 PM
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Alice S. Williams Library

Alice Strudivant Williams  was the wife of Dr. H. G. Williams, A Graduate of Merry Medical College of Nashville Tennessee, In the 1890’s he established his practice in Pensacola. He was one of Pensacola well-known Doctor who operated a Drug Store at 129 North Palafox on the corner of Palafox and Gregory Street in the City of Pensacola.   Because of the “Jim Crow Law” , he was force to closed the business. In about 1912,  He moved the business to 510 North DeVilliers and ran the Pensacola Drug Store there, and a popular Ice cream parlor was included..

Dr. H. G. Williams Family
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(Daughter) Dorothy Williams Steen  Mrs. Alice S. Williams. (Son) Garrett Williams Jr., Dr. H. G. Williams 

Alice S. Williams was born in Mobile Alabama in 1880. She came to Pensacola in 1902,and married Dr. H. Garrett Williams in 1903, and to that marriage a daughter Dorothy William Steen, an educator, and a former Librarian at B. T. Washington High School, and a son H. Garrett Williams Jr. died at an early age.

By 1913, Alice S. Williams had invited the  National Association of Colored Women Clubs, organization President, Margaret Washington to her Pensacola home at 510 North Devilliers Street. Mrs. Washington was the wife of Booker T. Washington, she had come to Pensacola to talked to the community about the development of women club activities and how they could addressed social issues, to improved their living conditions. Mrs. Washington spoken at the Allen Chapel A. M. E. Church giving them some encouraging words about the development of Women Clubs in the community of Pensacola. There was a large crowd in attended

By the 1920’s Alice S. Williams had received her degree for teaching and taught at several schools in Florida.  She started the first night school in her home at 510 North

DeVilliers Street.  She had six to ten students a night. The Night School was to aid and support working mother and families in the community. While her husband gave Health talks to the community. They both made a significant contributions to the  Pensacola  community.

In later years, the community came together to remember what contributions Mrs. Williams had made to the community, and after the library closed, the building became a day care and a second day-care was open in her name, it  was operated by a Pensacola community group. The Alice S. Williams # 2 Day-care was located at the 617 West Gadsden Street, the building still remains there today. It is next door to the Greater Mount Lily Baptist Church. 

Mrs. Alice S. Williams had an extensive teaching career, she taught at the Pensacola Normal School, a private institute under the leadership of Rev. G. W. Lewis.  In later years she became Principal of the West Florida Baptist Academy, which was the site of the A. A. Dixon School today.  During the summer month, she taught School at Edward Water College in Jacksonville, Florida. She loved teaching and educated young children. 

In about the 1930’s she enter into the Public School systems and taught at the School# 3, and the A. M. DeVaughn School #104. Here is a picture of Mrs. Alice S. Williams, front row left to right, as a teacher in the 1930’s at A. M. DeVaughn School #104, other Faculty members are Mrs. Reeves, Mrs. Evannah Barge, not for sure if that’s Miss. Susie Pete, and next to her is Mrs. Malvina Wingate.

A. M. DeVaughn School #104
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SCHOOL #104 Back row: Mrs. Reeves,  Mrs. Evannah Barge

     Front row: Mrs. Alice S. Williams, (Miss. Susie Pete, or Alberta Spann )Mrs. Malvin A. Winget

 Alice  S.  Williams & her husband Dr. Williams made a significant contributions to early establishment of the Pensacola African American community. In 1940 Alice S. Williams became Assistance Principal of B. T. Washington High School.  It was said that, Mrs. Alice S. Williams “contributions to intellectual growth of Pensacola was unequaled earn for her total respect of thousand of Pensacola’s of all races.” Alice Died Oct 15, 1941. She and Dr. Garrett Williams is buried in St. John Cemetery.

In the 1940’s

Pensacola’s African American Community “Needed” A Public Library

A Public Library was needed for the African American Community, to address the need; a group of African American men formed a building committee, and a finance committee to build a Public Library.  In the Colored Citizen Newspaper dated October 7,1949 printed 

“Public Library Drive Speed -up” 

The Building Committee and the Finance Committee met to completed plan for pouring the foundation for the Library building to be constructed at E & Gonzalez Street. C. Wynn Chairman of the Building Committee is asking all men who will meet him on Saturday morning at the site.( it rain that weekend, prevented the pouring of the cement foundation. The Finance Committee latest report was cash $7.60. Mrs. Louise Killete $5.00 Sorority Sewing Club $5.00, C. L. Lambert $5.00 Total $22.60.

“The Finance Committee had some Special benefit planned for raising funds for the library. A carnival will be held at 8th Ave & Brainard Street, on Wednesday thru Saturday night. Also a carnival will be held  Saturday night at St. Mark’s Church, the Rev. J. T. Starks, Pastor.  A benefit baseball game is schedule for Sunday October 16th at 3:P. M. at the Legion Field, The St. Regis Stars of Canton VS Pensacola Recreation Fliers. All proceeds will go to the Library Project- C. L. Taite” (Announcement)

The Pensacola African Americans Community working together for the betterment of a Library Project. The community saw that there was a great need to have a Library in the per-dominantly black community.  So, the men in the community pooled their resources together to make it happen, it took about 5 years before they could get the Library to become a reality. On August 17, 1952, the Library was dedicated in the memorial of Alice S. Williams

The Building is located on E and Gonzales Street, Pensacola, Florida
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The Interior of the building has an area space for two or three sets of table and chair and selves of books to begin its starting.  Seated at the desk is Board member Mr. Charles Taite, and other members of the committee are John Ross, Chairman, Rev C. Chavis, Secretary, Clarence Benboe, Martin Legnant. Mrs. Irma Richburgy was the Librarian. The Library was open 1:00 to 7: 00 PM each day, Closed all day on Wednesday. “The Public was urge to use the Library. There were books of Fiction, Non-fiction, Reference, Magazine, and a reading club, etc 

It is “One of the Greatest Opportunities”  you can have, is to reach-out and make connections with your citizens, and learning what is needed, challenging those needs and implementing those changes, which can make a difference in helping you to make your community a better place to live in.

The Alice S. Williams Library Dedication,  August 17, 1952
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In 1952, the late Alice S. Williams Library was opened to the Public. The Library was being named in memorial of the late Mrs. Alice S. Williams,  who spend her untiring life to teaching and educating children of the community. She taught for many years at a numerous of  Schools here in Pensacola.  One of Mrs. Williams, homeroom student at Washington High School “said that, Mrs Williams was a very strict teacher, and they had a “nick-name” for her, and it was “Two-Gun Shooter” it meant get your lesson, or you would have to deal with her. She taught School until her death in 1941.

The Alice S. Williams Branch Library was held August 17,1952. A dedication of the  program was held on the lawn of the Library at E and Gonzalez Street, on August 17,1952 at 4:00 P. M.,with Mr. C. J. DaValt was Master of Ceremonies. The speaker was Rev. Matthew A. Jones, Minister of the St. Cyrians  Episcopal Church.  Here a copy of the Program.

Dedicatory Address – Rev. Matthew Jones
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This is a brief history of the beginning of  the Alice S. Williams Library in 1952. In 1976, the Alice S. Williams Library closed, and merged with the Pensacola Public Library

Dianne P. Robinson-2019
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copy of newspaper article OCT1949


[image: image8.jpg] copy of 1952 Newspaper Article
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To: robin.reshard@gmail.com; Keith Wilkins <KWilkins@cityofpensacola.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Alice S Williams
 

THIS EMAIL IS FROM AN EXTERNAL EMAIL ACCOUNT

Dear Friends,

Here is the History of the Alice S. Williams Library in detailed from Mrs. Dianne Robinson,
local historian, a friend and Board Member of the Gen. Chappie James Museum, Inc.

Thank you!

 

Sincerely,

 

Doc Marion Willaims

---------- Original Message ---------- 
From: Dianne Robinson <dptrobinson42@gmail.com> 
To: "Marion Williams,Ph.d." <mrnwil@cox.net> 
Date: August 10, 2020 at 5:27 PM 
Subject: Alice S Williams

Dr. Williams, would you please forward this on to Jewel C Wynn, this is some of my
research work I had done one on Alice S. Williams.  i had given them a copy some time
ago,but she couldn't find it. It has been proofed. Dianne let me know if you got it.

 

mailto:robin.reshard@gmail.com
mailto:KWilkins@cityofpensacola.com
mailto:dptrobinson42@gmail.com
mailto:mrnwil@cox.net
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Alice S. Williams Library 
 
Alice Strudivant Williams  was the wife of Dr. H. G. Williams, A Graduate of Merry 
Medical College of Nashville Tennessee, In the 1890’s he established his practice in 
Pensacola. He was one of Pensacola well-known Doctor who operated a Drug Store at 
129 North Palafox on the corner of Palafox and Gregory Street in the City of Pensacola.   
Because of the “Jim Crow Law” , he was force to closed the business. In about 1912,  
He moved the business to 510 North DeVilliers and ran the Pensacola Drug Store there, 
and a popular Ice cream parlor was included.. 

 
 

Dr. H. G. Williams Family 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Daughter) Dorothy Williams Steen  Mrs. Alice S. Williams. (Son) Garrett Williams Jr., Dr. H. G. Williams  
 

 
 
 
Alice S. Williams was born in Mobile Alabama in 1880. She came to Pensacola in 
1902,and married Dr. H. Garrett Williams in 1903, and to that marriage a daughter 
Dorothy William Steen, an educator, and a former Librarian at B. T. Washington High 
School, and a son H. Garrett Williams Jr. died at an early age. 
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By 1913, Alice S. Williams had invited the  National Association of Colored Women 
Clubs, organization President, Margaret Washington to her Pensacola home at 510 
North Devilliers Street. Mrs. Washington was the wife of Booker T. Washington, she had 
come to Pensacola to talked to the community about the development of women club 
activities and how they could addressed social issues, to improved their living 
conditions. Mrs. Washington spoken at the Allen Chapel A. M. E. Church giving them 
some encouraging words about the development of Women Clubs in the community of 
Pensacola. There was a large crowd in attended 
 
 
 
By the 1920’s Alice S. Williams had received her degree for teaching and taught at 
several schools in Florida.  She started the first night school in her home at 510 North 
DeVilliers Street.  She had six to ten students a night. The Night School was to aid and 
support working mother and families in the community. While her husband gave Health 
talks to the community. They both made a significant contributions to the  Pensacola  
community. 
 
  
 
In later years, the community came together to remember what contributions Mrs. 
Williams had made to the community, and after the library closed, the building became 
a day care and a second day-care was open in her name, it  was operated by a 
Pensacola community group. The Alice S. Williams # 2 Day-care was located at the 617 
West Gadsden Street, the building still remains there today. It is next door to the Greater 
Mount Lily Baptist Church.  
  
 
 
 
Mrs. Alice S. Williams had an extensive teaching career, she taught at the Pensacola 
Normal School, a private institute under the leadership of Rev. G. W. Lewis.  In later 
years she became Principal of the West Florida Baptist Academy, which was the site of 
the A. A. Dixon School today.  During the summer month, she taught School at Edward 
Water College in Jacksonville, Florida. She loved teaching and educated young 
children.  
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In about the 1930’s she enter into the Public School systems and taught at the School# 3, 
and the A. M. DeVaughn School #104. Here is a picture of Mrs. Alice S. Williams, front 
row left to right, as a teacher in the 1930’s at A. M. DeVaughn School #104, other 
Faculty members are Mrs. Reeves, Mrs. Evannah Barge, not for sure if that’s Miss. 
Susie Pete, and next to her is Mrs. Malvina Wingate. 

 
 

A. M. DeVaughn School #104 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                       
 
 
 
SCHOOL #104 Back 

row: Mrs. Reeves,  Mrs. Evannah Barge 
     Front row: Mrs. Alice S. Williams, (Miss. Susie Pete, or Alberta Spann )Mrs. Malvin A. Winget 

 
 Alice  S.  Williams & her husband Dr. Williams made a significant contributions to 
early establishment of the Pensacola African American community. In 1940 Alice S. 
Williams became Assistance Principal of B. T. Washington High School.  It was said 
that, Mrs. Alice S. Williams “contributions to intellectual growth of Pensacola was 
unequaled earn for her total respect of thousand of Pensacola’s of all races.” Alice Died 
Oct 15, 1941. She and Dr. Garrett Williams is buried in St. John Cemetery. 
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In the 1940’s 
Pensacola’s African American Community “Needed” A Public Library 

 
A Public Library was needed for the African American Community, to address the need; 
a group of African American men formed a building committee, and a finance committee 
to build a Public Library.  In the Colored Citizen Newspaper dated October 7,1949 
printed  

  
 

“Public Library Drive Speed -up”  
 
 
 
The Building Committee and the Finance Committee met to completed plan for 
pouring the foundation for the Library building to be constructed at E & Gonzalez 
Street. C. Wynn Chairman of the Building Committee is asking all men who will meet 
him on Saturday morning at the site.( it rain that weekend, prevented the pouring of the 
cement foundation. The Finance Committee latest report was cash $7.60. Mrs. Louise 
Killete $5.00 Sorority Sewing Club $5.00, C. L. Lambert $5.00 Total $22.60. 
 
 
 
“The Finance Committee had some Special benefit planned for raising funds for the 
library. A carnival will be held at 8th Ave & Brainard Street, on Wednesday thru 
Saturday night. Also a carnival will be held  Saturday night at St. Mark’s Church, the 
Rev. J. T. Starks, Pastor.  A benefit baseball game is schedule for Sunday October 16th at 
3:P. M. at the Legion Field, The St. Regis Stars of Canton VS Pensacola Recreation 
Fliers. All proceeds will go to the Library Project- C. L. Taite” (Announcement) 

 
 
 
The Pensacola African Americans Community working together for the betterment of a 
Library Project. The community saw that there was a great need to have a Library in the 
per-dominantly black community.  So, the men in the community pooled their resources 
together to make it happen, it took about 5 years before they could get the Library to 
become a reality. On August 17, 1952, the Library was dedicated in the memorial of 
Alice S. Williams 
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The Building is located on E and Gonzales Street, Pensacola, Florida 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Interior of the 

building has an area space for two or three sets of table and chair and selves of books to 
begin its starting.  Seated at the desk is Board member Mr. Charles Taite, and other 
members of the committee are John Ross, Chairman, Rev C. Chavis, Secretary, 
Clarence Benboe, Martin Legnant. Mrs. Irma Richburgy was the Librarian. The 
Library was open 1:00 to 7: 00 PM each day, Closed all day on Wednesday. “The Public 
was urge to use the Library. There were books of Fiction, Non-fiction, Reference, 
Magazine, and a reading club, etc  
 
 
It is “One of the Greatest Opportunities”  you can have, is to reach-out 
and make connections with your citizens, and learning what is needed, challenging 
those needs and implementing those changes, which can make a difference in helping 
you to make your community a better place to live in. 
 

 



Dptr  

The Alice S. Williams Library Dedication,  August 17, 1952 
 

                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1952, the late Alice S. Williams Library was opened to the Public. The Library was 
being named in memorial of the late Mrs. Alice S. Williams,  who spend her untiring life 
to teaching and educating children of the community. She taught for many years at a 
numerous of  Schools here in Pensacola.  One of Mrs. Williams, homeroom student at 
Washington High School “said that, Mrs Williams was a very strict teacher, and they 
had a “nick-name” for her, and it was “Two-Gun Shooter” it meant get your lesson, or 
you would have to deal with her. She taught School until her death in 1941. 
 
 
The Alice S. Williams Branch Library was held August 17,1952. A dedication of the  
program was held on the lawn of the Library at E and Gonzalez Street, on August 
17,1952 at 4:00 P. M.,with Mr. C. J. DaValt was Master of Ceremonies. The speaker was 
Rev. Matthew A. Jones, Minister of the St. Cyrians  Episcopal Church.  Here a copy of 
the Program. 
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Dedicatory Address – Rev. Matthew Jones 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
This is a brief history of the beginning of  the Alice S. Williams Library in 1952. In 
1976, the Alice S. Williams Library closed, and merged with the Pensacola Public 
Library 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dianne P. Robinson-2019 
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copy of newspaper article OCT1949 
 


