
Environmental Advisory Board

City of Pensacola

Agenda

Hagler/Mason Conference Room, 

2ndt Floor

Thursday, June 1, 2023, 2:00 PM

One or more members of City Council may be in attendance.  The meeting can be 

watched via live stream at cityofpensacola.com/video.

CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME

ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1. APPROVAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

MINUTES OF  MAY 4, 2023

23-00039

That the Environmental Advisory Board approve the meeting minutes 

from the May 4, 2023, Board meeting.

Recommendation:

Sponsors: Kristin Bennett

EAB Minutes 05.04.2023Attachments:

PRESENTATIONS

2. PRESENTATION FROM AN ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTIST WITH THE 

PENSACOLA PERDIDO BAY ESTUARY PROGRAM (PPBEP) ON THE 

STATE OF THE BAYS REPORT FOR 2023.

23-00437

That the EAB receive a presentation on the State of the Bays from the 

PPBEP. 

Recommendation:

Sponsors: Kristin Bennett

STAFF COMMUNICATIONS

3. STAFF COMMUNICATIONS23-00446

ACTION ITEMS

DISCUSSION ITEMS
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June 1, 2023Environmental Advisory 

Board

Agenda

4. DISCUSSION: 2023 GOALS, 2022 ACCOMPLISHMENTS, SPECIFIC 

PRESENTATIONS DESIRED FOR THE COMING YEAR

23-00110

Sponsors: Kristin Bennett

EAB GOALS DISCUSSION 04.06.2023

EAB Goals.Chair Bennett

Attachments:

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS

PUBLIC COMMENT

ADJOURNMENT

If any person decides to appeal any decision made with respect to any matter considered at such meeting, he will 

need a record of the proceedings, and that for such purpose he may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 

proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 

The City of Pensacola adheres to the Americans with Disabilities Act and will make reasonable accommodations 

for access to City services, programs and activities. Please call 435-1606 (or TDD 435-1666) for further 

information. Request must be made at least 48 hours in advance of the event in order to allow the City time to 

provide the requested services.
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City of Pensacola

Memorandum

222 West Main Street
Pensacola, FL  32502

File #: 23-00039 Environmental Advisory Board 6/1/2023

ACTION ITEM

SPONSOR: Kristin Bennett, Chairperson

SUBJECT:

APPROVAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES OF  May 4, 2023

RECOMMENDATION:

That the Environmental Advisory Board approve the meeting minutes from the May 4, 2023, Board
meeting.

SUMMARY:

On May 4, 2023. The EAB held a meeting, this item seeks approval of the minutes from that meeting.

STAFF CONTACT:

Don Kraher, Council Executive

ATTACHMENTS:

1) EAB Minutes 05.04.2023
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City of Pensacola

Memorandum

222 West Main Street
Pensacola, FL  32502

File #: 23-00437 Environmental Advisory Board 6/1/2023

PRESENTATION ITEM

FROM: Kristin Bennett, Chair

SUBJECT:

PRESENTATION FROM AN ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTIST WITH THE PENSACOLA PERDIDO
BAY ESTUARY PROGRAM (PPBEP) ON THE STATE OF THE BAYS REPORT FOR 2023.

REQUEST:

That the EAB receive a presentation on the State of the Bays from the PPBEP.

SUMMARY:

Recently the City Council approved a First Amended and Restated Interlocal Agreement with the
Pensacola Perdido Bay Estuary Program wherein the PPEB will be transitioning into a not-for-profit
corporation as an “instrumentality of government.

In 2018, the City entered into an Interlocal Agreement, under Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, with
Escambia County, FL; Santa Rosa County, Florida; Okaloosa County, Florida; the City of Gulf
Breeze, Florida; the City of Milton, Florida; the Town of Century, Florida; Baldwin County, Alabama;
and the City of Orange Beach, Alabama. The purpose of the Agreement was to establish the
management structure for the Estuary Program, which replaced the former Bay Area Resource
Council (BARC) partnership established in 1987. The Estuary Program established in 2018 is
governed by a Policy Board made up of representatives from each of the participating local
government entities.

Through the Estuary Program, the participating local governments have been able to work together
cooperatively for the protection and management of their shared estuaries to an extent that the
entities could not achieve if acting alone. The Program has successfully functioned to implement a
Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP) to restore and protect the Pensacola
Bay and Perdido Bay systems and is prepared to continue this mission going forward.

The Estuary Program is currently hosted by Escambia County, with the County providing accounting
and administrative services. The Estuary Program Policy Board has determined that it would be
advantageous to establish a separate, independent legal entity to carry out the purpose of the
Program. Thus, at its meeting on April 5, 2023, the Policy Board approved the First Amended and
Restated Pensacola and Perdido Bay Estuary Program Interlocal Agreement to provide for the
creation of a Florida not-for-profit corporation to administer and carry out the purpose of the Estuary
Program. The Board also authorized the transmittal of the Amended Interlocal Agreement to all the
local government participants, along with a proposed resolution for adoption and appointment of a

Page 1 of 2

11



File #: 23-00437 Environmental Advisory Board 6/1/2023

local government participants, along with a proposed resolution for adoption and appointment of a
representative to the new corporation’s board. Following the adoption of the First Amended and
Restated Interlocal Agreement, the Estuary Program organizational structure will transition into a not-
for-profit corporation as an “instrumentality of government.”

This presentation from PPBEP Environment Scientist, Haley Gancel, will provide an update for the
EAB as to the current state of the Bays.

PRIOR ACTION:

None

STAFF CONTACT:

Mark Jackson, Sustainability Coordinator
Don Kraher, Council Executive

ATTACHMENTS:

1)  None

PRESENTATION: Yes
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City of Pensacola

Memorandum

222 West Main Street
Pensacola, FL  32502

File #: 23-00446 Environmental Advisory Board 6/1/2023

SUBJECT:

STAFF COMMUNICATIONS

· Staff Updates to the EAB

· Urban Forest Restoration Project
The City of Pensacola has worked hard to collect and analyze tree and canopy data for the City. These
efforts have helped City staff understand the current canopy health of our City and the current health of
City-owned trees. Furthermore, the City has developed a GIS model using the current best available
data to prioritize tree planting locations on City property.

· Renewable Energy Goal
The City of Pensacola is happy to announce that effective today, all Compressed Natural Gas (CNG)
vehicles will be running off of Renewable Natural Gas (RNG). Pensacola Energy has interned into an
agreement with BP to convert 100% of our CNG to RNG for the City Fleet. This action alone will
provide an estimated 15% of Renewable Energy (RE) to the City in 2024 and get the City to an
estimated 21% RE. This is over two-thirds of the way to our 30% by 2030 goal.

· Carbon Offset Natural Gas
The City of Pensacola has been receiving Carbon Offset Natural Gas (CONG) since August 2021 for
our CNG vehicles. This has helped us reduce our emissions by XX%. This information is being
incorporated into our GHG tracking system and will be included in the next GHG Inventory.

· Grants

The City is applying for two grants of note this month. First is the USDA Forest Service Urban &
Community Forestry Grant. This grant is a 5-year grant that the City will use to fund Urban Forestry
programs, tree giveaways, educational programs, and urban forest management. The grant deadline is
today, and it has already been submitted.

The second is the USDOT Community Fueling Infrastructure Grant. The City is applying to receive
funds to create EV charging locations in designated areas within disadvantaged communities and, where
feasible, provide solar power to supply the charging locations and associated facilities.
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City of Pensacola

Memorandum

222 West Main Street
Pensacola, FL  32502

File #: 23-00110 Environmental Advisory Board 6/1/2023

DISCUSSION ITEM

SPONSOR: Kristin Bennett, Chair

SUBJECT:

DISCUSSION: 2023 GOALS, 2022 ACCOMPLISHMENTS, SPECIFIC PRESENTATIONS DESIRED
FOR THE COMING YEAR

SUMMARY:

This discussion item allows the EAB to discuss and present their 2023 Goals, their 2022
Accomplishments and Specific Presentations the Board would like to have in the coming year.
Attached are EAB Goals submitted by Kristin Bennett, Chair.

PRIOR ACTION:

April 6, 2023, the Environmental Advisory Board discussed their 2023 Goals

STAFF CONTACT:

Don Kraher, Council Executive

ATTACHMENTS:

1)  EAB Goals Discussion.04.06.2023
2)  EAB Goals - Chair Bennett

PRESENTATION: No
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